him. He proposed and carried through adventures which
took their inspiration from an idealized Age of Chivalry,
He played the knight errant at home and dared to make
love to a Queen of France abroad. He spent his money
on the maddest freaks, and finally he crowned his career
by attempting to engineer an unpopular Spanish marriage
for his Prince just because it might be done in the grand
romantic manner. He took his young master off to Madrid
to woo the maiden in true troubadour fashion, a proceed-
ing which effectually prevented the marriage and almost
cost the two adventurers their liberty, for the Spanish
court in its formal ceremoniousness regarded such viola-
tion of the proprieties as an insult.

James died, but the mad pranks of Buckingham went
on. He embroiled the serious young King Charles in frivo-
lous, inconclusive but expensive wars with Spain and
France. He exasperated the nobility with a consistency
which almost amounted to genius. He remained quite gay
and charming and irresponsible. And then one day in 1628
a slightly insane martyr of the old sober school stabbed
Steenie through the heart and deprived the King of the
only adviser in whom he had confidence.

When his Majesty found another trusted counsellor,
he amazed the world. Just after his accession to the
throne Charles had been married to Henrietta Maria,
youngest of the many children of Marie de Medici and
Henry of Navarre, the jovial genius who had subdued
France and made her great. In this courtship the more
usual procedure for royal marriages had been followed.
Charles did not go to Paris to sing beneath the lady's win-
dow, although he had a good voice and a pleasing manner.
He allowed the politicians to settle the details and received
the new Queen with appropriate reserve and indifference.